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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

California’s Library Literacy Services program helps adults become stronger readers. In terms of
economic and social benefit, no investment of a taxpayer dollar has a higher yield than creating a
strong reader.
Offered by 105 of the state’s 184 library jurisdictions, the state’s 33-year-old library literacy
program is cost-effective, learner-led, outcomes-based and driven by community need. It
provides excellent value for the library, the community and the taxpayer.
There’s a significant need for adult literacy programs in California. More than 36 million adults
in the United States cannot read, write, or do basic math above a third-grade level. Low literacy
costs the United States at least $225 billion each year in non-productivity in the workforce,
crime, and loss of tax revenue due to unemployment.
Some $232 billion in annual health care costs is linked to low adult literacy skills. Of adults with
the lowest literacy levels, 43 percent live in poverty. It’s no wonder 68 percent of literacy
programs are struggling with long student waiting lists, and that less than 10 percent of the adults
in need are receiving services.1
Since 1984, the California Library Literacy Services program has successfully provided literacy
services for a quarter of a million adult learners and their families. Library literacy services
generally work with the lowest level learners who have not succeeded in the classroom
environment but can succeed with one-on-one tutoring in the welcoming and trusted space
offered by libraries.
What is Literacy?

Today, literacy is more than just reading and writing.
In its Program for the International Assessment of
Adult Competencies, the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development defines literacy as
“understanding, evaluating, using and engaging with
written text to participate in society, to achieve one’s
goals and to develop one’s knowledge and potential.”2
Wesley and his tutor, Cori (Solano County Library)
Wesley has learned how to set up an email account and write
emails. His tutors have helped him read a book, write about
his life experiences, and read health information. Wesley is
learning how to advocate for himself and his family. He is
proud of his progress and gives credit to his tutors, Jim and
Cori.

1
2

https://proliteracy.org/Portals/0/pdf/PL_AdultLitFacts_US_flyer.pdf?ver=2016-05-06-145137-067
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2016/2016040.pdf
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Ireland’s National Adult Literacy Agency puts it this way:
“The meaning of literacy has changed to reflect changes in society and the skills needed by
individuals to participate fully in society. It involves listening, speaking, reading, writing,
numeracy and using everyday technology to communicate and handle information.”3
California’s literacy programs—not just those conducted by local libraries for adults but all
literacy programs—need to be similarly holistic and address the full spectrum of skills now
considered to represent “literacy.”
During the 2016-2017 fiscal year:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

105 library jurisdictions, comprising 821 libraries, provided services to adult learners and
their families
16,534 adult learners received tutoring
9,350 volunteer tutors and 1,466 additional volunteers supported the program
$19.3 million worth of volunteer hours were contributed4
$21.5 million in local funds matched the state’s $4.8 million investment
983 partnering agencies such as schools, homeless shelters and juvenile justice departments
supported the program
79 percent of the learners who set at least one goal for themselves achieved their goal,
including:
o 71 percent successfully read a book, newspaper, or magazine
o 72 percent searched the Internet
o 88 percent got a library card
o 76 percent took a child to storytime at the library

Clearly, California Library Literacy Services delivers a significant financial and social return for
the $4.8 million state investment provided in the 2016-2017 fiscal year.
The need for adult literacy services in California continues to grow and, with additional funding,
libraries could increase services and partnerships and extend programing to greater numbers of
Californians eager to learn.

https://www.nala.ie/literacy
The value of volunteer time was calculated using data from Independent Sector, which draws on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
https://independentsector.org/resource/vovt_details/. 662,333 hours x $29.09/hour.
3
4
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THE VALUE OF CALIFORNIA’S LIBRARY LITERACY PROGRAMS

Adult literacy programs benefit individuals, families and the wider community. For example,
recent research conducted by Dr. Stephen Reder at Portland State University and examined by
ProLiteracy has shown a “correlation between adult basic skills program participation and
increased literacy and income levels, high school equivalency attainment, postsecondary
education, and civic participation. All of these positive outcomes lead to a healthier economy,
greater income equality, and a break in the cycle of intergenerational illiteracy.”5
Libraries are ideal settings for adult and family literacy services. They’re easy to access in
communities and they provide comfortable, information-rich, supportive, and non-threatening
environments where new readers can thrive. Library literacy services are individually tailored to
each learner, delivered one-to-one or in small groups, and provided confidentially and free of
charge. All these qualities are crucial in attracting and working successfully with hard-to-reach
adults who have not succeeded in a classroom setting.
A hallmark of California Library Literacy Services is its outcome-based, learner-centered service
commitment—helping learners meet their own personal goals for improvement. Learners work
with their tutors to achieve their goals, which vary by learner based on their ambition and skill
level.
Each year, adults in the California Library Literacy program reach self-established milestones
such as learning the alphabet, searching the Internet, reading a book, sharing a book with a
child, paying bills, reading a medicine label, writing a resume, volunteering, voting, and more.
Learners’ achievements for the 2016-2017 fiscal year can be found, in full, in Appendix A below.

Doug and his tutor, Pam (Lake County Library)
Doug has progressed from working on spelling, grammar,
punctuation, and using complete sentences, to having a
story published in the local newspaper! Doug continues to
improve his writing and is now acquiring new digital
literacy skills as he learns to use a computer to type up his
work.

Morgan, Kevin, Waite, Dr. Peter, and Diecuch, Michele, The Case for Investment in Adult Basic Education, March 2017. https:
//www.proliteracy.org/Portals/0/Reder%20Research.pdf?ver=2017-03-24-151533-647
5
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California Library Literacy Services encompasses more than just tutor/student instruction. It
supports the creation of programming where adult learners can meet and learn from each other.
It recognizes the value that adult learners bring to literacy services as active participants. Adult
learners are recruited to serve as volunteers, work as literacy staff members, and attend and train
others at the Adult Learner Leadership Institute. Moreover, California Library Literacy Services
connects the adult learner and their family with the many vital resources provided to the
community by the library.
During the 2016-2017 fiscal year, in California’s 105 library literacy programs:
•
•
•
•
•

16,534 adult learners received instruction
9,350 volunteer tutors and 1,466 additional volunteers supported the program
$21.5 million local funds were contributed to the program
$19.3 million worth of volunteer hours were donated6
Libraries partnered with 983 community agencies

While over 16,000 low literacy adults received tutoring during the 2016-2017 fiscal year, another
2,530 remained on waiting lists, illustrating the ongoing need for increased funding to meet the
need for adult literacy services in California’s libraries.

Christy’s Story (Placer County Library)
“I was born in Chico, California, but raised in Auburn. Through all my struggles, happy moments, and successes I
knew there was a deep, dark secret that I could not share with anybody, not clients, not friends, not even the man that
I loved! My secret was that I could not read and could barely spell. I knew that I could make money, raise a wonderful
son, and be a loving wife without knowing how to read or spell. But for me that was not enough. I wanted to be a
better version of me. I wanted my son to know life is challenging, but if you work hard you can do anything, even if it
takes you a little bit longer than most people!
I called my local library and they had this wonderful program with volunteer tutors to teach adults how to read. When
I started this program, one of my goals was to read a book from beginning to end—to be wrapped up in a book where
you can’t put it down, where you understand the words and understand the characters!!!
Guess what… I DID IT!! I READ A 266 PAGE BOOK! I couldn't put it down it was so amazing. Other goals I have
accomplished since I have been in tutoring are absolutely amazing! I love to read everything now. When I’m driving I
will see how many signs I can read. I will watch a movie that is all in subtitles. If I don’t know a word, I have to look it
up. I want to know what the word is! I have to know!! Not knowing is not ok with me now.”

The value of volunteer time was calculated using data from Independent Sector, which draws on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
https://independentsector.org/resource/vovt_details/. 662,333 hours x $29.09/hour.
6
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FAMILY LITERACY

From 2014 through 2016, 52 percent of California children ages 3 to 4—some 532,000
children—were not enrolled in nursery school, preschool, or kindergarten.7 According to a recent
Kids Count Profile for California and the United States, in 2014, 73 percent of California’s
fourth graders were not proficient in reading.8
In 2013, 72 percent of California’s eighth graders were not proficient in math, and in 2011-2012,
18 percent of high-schoolers did not graduate on time.9
On the 2017 National Assessment of Educational Progress reading scale, which ranges from 0 to
500, the average score of fourth-grade students in California was 215—lower than the average
score of 221 for public school students in the nation.”10 The average score of eighth-grade
students in California was 263—also lower than the average score of 265 for public school
students in the nation.”11
There are also 1.9 million children currently experiencing food insecurity in California.12 In
2017, fourth grade students who were eligible for a free or reduced-price school lunch, an
indicator of low family income, had an average score 33 points lower than students who weren’t
eligible for lunches.13 Eighth grade students had an average score that was 28 points lower than
that for students who weren’t eligible.14
Families for Literacy, 2016-2017 Fiscal Year

Many local literacy programs invest in family literacy programs in which adult learners with
children ages five and under are provided additional instruction in reading to children, selecting
age-appropriate children’s books and using activities such as songs, finger plays and word games
designed to promote the enjoyment of reading.
Family literacy training stresses the use of children’s books and the importance of reading to
children. Adult learners also receive help in selecting books on topics such as parenting,
childcare, health, nutrition and family life education, and are offered training on how to create a
reading-rich environment at home.
Kids Count Data Center, “Young Children not in School,” available at
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/9010-young-children-not-inschool?loc=1&loct=1#detailed/2/6/false/1564,1491,1443,1218,1049/any/17975,17976. Data source: Population Reference Bureau, analysis of
data from the U.S. Census Bureau, pooled 2007-09 to 2014-16 one-year American Community Survey.
8 2014 Kids Count Profile for California and the U.S., 2012 data, available at http://www.aecf.org/m/databook/2014KC_profile_CA.pdf.
9 2014 Kids Count Profile for California and the U.S., 2012 data, available at http://www.aecf.org/m/databook/2014KC_profile_CA.pdf.
10 National Center for Education Statistics. “The Nation’s Report Card: 2017 Reading State Snapshot Report,” Grade 4, available at
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/publications/stt2017/pdf/2018039CA4.pdf.
11 https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/publications/stt2017/pdf/2018039CA8.pdf
12 http://www.cafoodbanks.org/hunger-factsheet
13 National Center for Education Statistics. “The Nation’s Report Card: 2017 Reading State Snapshot Report,” Grade 4, available at
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/publications/stt2017/pdf/2018039CA4.pdf.
14 National Center for Education Statistics. “The Nation’s Report Card: 2017 Reading State Snapshot Report,” Grade 8, available at
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/publications/stt2017/pdf/2018039CA8.pdf.
7
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This additional instruction ensures that these children of low literate adults are better prepared to
start and succeed in school, reducing the risk of having their own struggles with literacy and
helping them achieve grade level reading.
Reading success is built before kids enter kindergarten. The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
reports that:15
•

Only 36 percent of children in low-income families are read to daily. These are the children
at the highest risk of developing literacy issues. But even among higher income families two
out of five children aren’t read to daily.

•

Some 61 percent of families living in poverty have no children’s books in their homes.

•

Parents who may not have been read to as children—or cannot read themselves—may not
realize the tremendous value of reading to their own children.

Dedicated state funding was once provided for library-based family literacy but currently isn’t.
The Families for Literacy program, which is part of California Library Literacy Services,
provides family literacy services to learners with children, grandchildren, and other family
members ages 0-5.
During this fiscal year, 38 library literacy programs provided Families for Literacy programs,
serving 1,652 families and 2,744 children. Many others provided additional family literacy
services in partnership with their host library.
Family literacy activities include providing free
books to help families build home libraries; helping
adults practice reading children’s books that they
can read at home to children, grandchildren, and
other family members; family storytimes where
literacy staff can model storytelling; family
programming that includes reading, games, music,
and concept learning; parenting workshops; and
referrals to services in other library departments
and outside the library.
Outreach to adults is the foundation of family
Families can sign up for library cards and take part in summer
reading, learning, and enrichment programs as part of the
literacy because reaching the adult is a critical first
Lunch at the Library program.
step in addressing the literacy needs of the entire
family. Serving adults provides continuity and a
bridge to the family and the community. Serving the entire family helps to break the cycle of
illiteracy. With additional funding, libraries would be able to increase their family literacy
activities and have even greater impact with their programs.

15

http://gradelevelreading.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/FACE-Research.pdf
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERACY INTENSIVE AND ENGLISH-AS-A-SECONDLANGUAGE

While the primary focus of California Library Literacy Services is literacy for English speaking
adults, some libraries have targeted English-as-a-Second-Language families through the English
Language and Literacy Intensive program or have identified other resources to provide Englishas-a-Second-Language services in communities where there is a need.
The English Language and Literacy Intensive component of California Library Literacy Services
was created to support libraries in formally helping schools improve the literacy skills and test
scores of California schoolchildren who struggle to learn English. The program does not have a
curricula approach and it supplements—rather than duplicates—the work of schools by
immersing children in English through educational games, field trips, guest speakers, storytimes,
after school homework help, arts and crafts, music, and other activities.
English Language and Literacy Intensive programs also support parents in their own acquisition
of English by connecting them with an English as a Second Language program, whether at the
library or in the community; helping parents become actively involved in their children’s formal
and informal education; introducing children to a range of high-quality literature; and helping
acquaint families—many of whom are new to the United States—with the public library and
other local resources that are available to help them.
English Language and Literacy Intensive, 2016-2017 Fiscal Year

Despite a lack of state support, 11 libraries provided English Language and Literacy Intensive
programs and served 1,611 children as well as 583 caregivers.
Many libraries also provide English Language tutoring to complement their adult literacy
programs.
Although English-as-a-Second-Language tutoring is not funded with California Library Literacy
Services funding, libraries report the number of English Language learners they serve to the State
Library. During the 2016-2017 fiscal year, 48 libraries provided English-as-a-Second-Language
programs for 4,619 learners whose first languages were (most commonly) Spanish, Chinese,
Vietnamese, Korean, Tagalog, and Hmong, and (less commonly) Afghani, Portuguese, Hindi,
Arabic, Farsi, Russian, Cambodian, Japanese, Dari, Gujarati.
Better integration among library literacy services and English-as-a-Second-Language providers—
as well as other literacy groups—would improve outcomes and use resources more effectively.
(See Policy Considerations below.)

10

MOBILE LIBRARY LITERACY SERVICES

With a higher level of state investment, California Library Literacy Services could support
libraries in providing more services to underserved community members.
Mobile literacy services programs operated by local libraries do just that. They visit low-income
housing developments, migrant camps, local day care centers, community health clinics, and
other community groups to provide services to families with children ages 0-5.
This year, seven libraries conducted their own mobile literacy services programs. They made
1,405 site visits and served 26,115 children and 8,403 caregivers—a fraction of California’s
statewide need.
Mobile Library Literacy Services vehicles are almost the size of a school bus. They offer extensive
programming similar to the literacy programs found in public libraries, including storytimes,
language development activities, such as puppet shows, and books for borrowing. The
programming that is delivered presents parents and caregivers with examples of successful
reading behaviors so children can continue learning at home.
Additional state investment can bring these services to more high-risk populations.
PARTNERSHIPS AND PROGRAMMING

California Library Literacy Services programs work
closely with community members, other library
departments and partnering agencies to deliver effective
adult and family literacy services.
Community-Based Partners

Alameda County Library Partners with
the Juvenile Justice Center and
Probation Department
The Alameda County Adult Literacy program provides
services at the county Juvenile Justice Center in San
Leandro. At this low security facility, the literacy
program provides individual tutoring with the help of a
grant from the probation department. The Alameda
County Library also provides jail library services to all
inmates.

During the 2016-2017 fiscal year, libraries reported
working with 983 community-based partners including:
At Santa Rita Jail, the library distributes books to each
faith-based organizations, day cares, schools, school
housing unit and organizes book clubs with discussions.
The library also offers free books to inmates’ children
districts, adult schools, colleges and offices of education.
through a program called “Start with a Story” and
Other partners included community-based literacy and
provides family literacy programming to children up to
pre-literacy organizations; workforce development
the age of 16 who visit the county jails in Oakland and
boards and Cal-Works; homeless shelters and housing
Dublin.
authorities; food banks; other city and county
departments, such as parks and recreation, social
services, and probation departments; jails and juvenile
justice departments; retirement communities; and local foundations.
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Camarena Memorial Public Library and
Solano County Library Partner with
Reach Out and Read
In Camarena, Reach Out and Read is a partnership
between the library and Clinicas de Salud del
Pueblo in Calexico. Pediatricians give a book to each
child between six months and 5 years old, “prescribe”
reading when children get their immunization shots, and
provide literacy information to parents. The program
served 826 children in the 2016-2017 fiscal year.
In Solano County, Reach Out and Read provides free
books to families with children 0-5 years of age. Seventyfour health care providers at 13 clinics distributed
11,034 age-appropriate books at well-child visits during
the 2016-2017 fiscal year.

Partnering agencies play a variety of roles, which
include providing supplemental funding and space,
books for libraries to distribute, staffing and
volunteers, learning materials, consulting services
and opportunities to reach new community members
who need the library’s service.
Statewide, libraries are members of California’s
Adult Education Consortia—created through
Assembly Bill 86 and Assembly Bill 104 in 2013—
because of the role library literacy services play in
helping adults develop the reading and writing skills
they need to benefit from adult and community
college education. Different jurisdictions report
differing levels of communication and cooperation,
however.

Collaboration in the Library

Other departments within participating libraries conduct outreach and promote the adult
literacy program to volunteers and learners. They also support technology needs and the
purchase of materials for the literacy program, present programs and services to which learners
and their families can be referred and collaborate on recognition of the efforts of volunteers.
Library directors report that their literacy programs bring new families to the library, strengthen
community relations and enrich and enhance the portfolio of services provided by the library to
the community. For example:
“Berkeley Reads is dedicated to making library services accessible to all. We provide a welcoming face to the library
for those members of the community who may not be aware of the library’s resources and are seeking help in
improving their lives. Our outreach focuses on organizations that provide rehabilitation, mental health support,
building life skills and navigating life transitions, enabling us to reach a traditionally underserved population.”
“The Calaveras County Board of Supervisors sees the relationship as beneficial and vital to our rural communities
and fully supports the literacy services for Calaveras County.”
“The Adult Literacy Services program continues to have many positive impacts on the Camerena Memorial Library.
New customers ask about the program and then become regular library users, as a result of additional information
that we share with them. Over the last few years, we’ve also seen an increase in the number of learners who bring
their family members to take advantage of the services and programming available at the library.”
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“The literacy services now available at the Orange Public Library have made a significant impact within the
library. The librarians and clerks are regularly referring patrons to our program and sharing resources with them
that the library was unable to offer before.”
“As Rancho Cucamonga Public Library’s new director, I’ve been amazed to witness the impact our Adult Literacy
program has on the Rancho Cucamonga community. Both program users and tutors have shared passionate stories
with me about the difference this program has made in their everyday lives… The Literacy Program is recognized by
the city’s administrators and City Council members as a critical community service.”
Integrating Other Programs and Initiatives from the California State Library

Several library literacy programs report participating in other California State Library-supported
initiatives to provide services to adult learners. Among the other programs:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Career Online High School—Enables students to earn high school diplomas through the
library while gaining real-world career skills;
Early Learning for Families—Enhances library staff skills in serving young children ages
0-5, their families and their caregivers.
Easy Voter Guide Project—Makes nonpartisan information about voting and what’s on
the ballot accessible to as many Californians as possible.
Harwood Public Innovation for California’s Public Libraries—Supports librarians
in deepening their impact and increasing their relevance in the communities they serve.
Leamos @ the Library—Offers an online Spanish literacy course;
Lunch at the Library—Provides libraries with summer meals and enrichment programs
for children in communities where at least 50 percent of children and teens are eligible to
receive free or reduced price school lunches; and
Summer @ Your Library—Helps libraries provide high-quality summer reading
programs for the whole family.

Additional state investment will allow more connections between library literacy programs with
other library-based programs and initiatives.
Moni and her tutor, Hema
(Solano County Library)
Since 2007, Moni has progressed from a
Basic Literacy Beginner to an Advanced
student. When asked how she felt about
achieving her goal of getting her
diploma she said:
“I feel very, very happy and excited. You know
this is my goal that I had for many years. My
dream is to get my GED or diploma before my
youngest kid. I got my diploma Tuesday and
my youngest got hers on Friday. It took long but
I did it and I am happy. Never lose your dream.
If you dream something and you work hard for
it, you will do it, even if it takes time.”
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POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

The library literacy program is part of a network of entities charged either explicitly or implicitly
with ensuring California’s children and adults are the strongest readers they can be. Public
schools, pre-schools, adult education, community colleges, public libraries and numerous
nonprofits all work either locally, statewide or nationally to improve reading skills for parents and
adults. But there is a lack of coordination of effort.
Some parts of the state, like Alameda County, have championed programs in which older
students serve as mentors to younger ones. Libraries often work with schools to share books with
students of all grades. “Bookleggers” is the name of Alameda County’s program, which has been
adopted—sometimes under different names—by various libraries around the state.
Numerous non-profits including First Five, Superstars Literacy and the Campaign for GradeLevel Reading also encourage improved reading skills through direct contributions or volunteer
efforts.
Reach Out and Read, for example, uses the parent-doctor relationship to provide a book to a
child at their wellness exam up to age five. Begun in Boston, there are now 5,600 programs
nationwide distributing 6.5 million books to 4.4 million early learners.
In the past, the California State Library has funded a unique and model program developed by
California Reach Out and Read that created more than 300 partnerships between library
literacy programs and Reach Out and Read sites. The program enabled medical clinics to
provide early literacy intervention during children’s well-baby visits by connecting families with
library literacy programs. Libraries are now a recognized part of the national Reach Out and
Read program.
These varied efforts lack statewide coordination to deploy resources most cost-effectively.
Creation of a statewide coordinating council similar to the existing one for homelessness—
created in 2016—would be a strong first step in addressing many of these deficiencies.
Lack of state “matching funds”—for every $1 the state contributes, local literacy programs put in
$5—has also shrunk local participation in the English Language Literacy Initiative and the
Mobile Library Literacy Services.
Additional state investment would allow more local libraries to boost services in these areas,
which affect English learners and those unable to physically visit a library—two of California’s
chronically underserved populations.
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Appendix A: Outcomes

The difference that California’s Library Literacy Services makes in the lives of the adults they
serve is measured in part by California’s unique Roles and Goals tool.
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Appendix B: Financial Awards

FY 2016-2017 CLLS Awards
Library Literacy Program
Alameda County Library
Alameda Free Library
Altadena Library District
Amador County Library
Anaheim Public Library **
Azusa City Library
Beaumont District Library
Benicia Public Library
Berkeley Public Library
Beverly Hills Public Library
Brawley Public Library
Burbank Public Library
Butte County Library
Calaveras County Library
Camarena Memorial Library (Calexico)
Carlsbad City Library
Chula Vista Public Library
Colton Public Library
Colusa County Free Library

Adult
Family
Literacy Literacy

ELLI

MLLS

127,491

√

41,303

√

23,300

√

27,912

√

18,000

√

20,951

√

24,440

√

24,435

√
√

61,534

√

34,617

√
√

Grant Total

√

√

24,808
29,690

√
√

√

36,646
29,223

√

26,836

√

50,980

√

25,973

√
√

√

√

√

31,201

√
√

24,836
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Library Literacy Program
Commerce Public Library
Contra Costa County Library
Corona Public Library
Covina Public Library
Del Norte County Library
Downey City Library
Escondido Public Library
Fresno County Library
Glendora Public Library
Hayward Public Library
Hemet Public Library
Humboldt County Library
Huntington Beach Library
Imperial County Free Library
Imperial Public Library†
Lake County Library
Livermore Public Library
Lodi Public Library
Lompoc Public Library
Los Angeles Public Library

Adult
Family
Literacy Literacy
√

ELLI

MLLS

26,157

√

70,116

√

27,718

√

30,088

√
√

18,000

√

35,451

√
√

√

√

√

46,050
√

56,318

√

24,981

√

32,958

√
√

√

20,333

√
√

√

29,004
37,922

√

34,619

√

27,356

√
√

53,357
24,796

√

√

57,610
25,376

√
√

Grant Total

√

172,675

17

Library Literacy Program
Menlo Park Public Library
Merced County Library
Monrovia Public Library
Monterey County Free Libraries
Monterey Park (Bruggemeyer)
Napa County Library
National City Public Library
Nevada County Library
Newport Beach Public Library
Oakland Public Library
Oceanside Public Library
Orange County Public Library
Placer County Library
Pleasanton Public Library
Plumas County Library
Porterville Public Library
Rancho Cucamonga Public Library
Redwood City Public Library
Richmond Public Library
Riverside County Library*

Adult
Family
Literacy Literacy

ELLI

MLLS

49,913

√

39,790

√

31,478

√
√

√

√

√

√
√

18,000

√

41,621

√

64,669

√

27,098

√

82,105

√

34,556

√

34,781

√
√

√

√

√
√

√
√

63,699
24,519
25,778

√
√

35,986

44,362

√

√

40,892

49,220

√

√

Grant Total

√

√

162,848
114,396
24,527
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Library Literacy Program
Riverside Public Library
Roseville Public Library
Sacramento Public Library
Salinas Public Library
San Benito County Free Library
San Bernardino County Library
San Bernardino Public Library
San Diego County Library
San Diego Public Library
San Francisco Public Library
San Jose Public Library
San Leandro Comm. Library
San Luis Obispo City-County
San Mateo County Library
San Mateo Public Library
Santa Barbara Public Library
Santa Clara City Library
Santa Clara County Library District
Santa Fe Springs City Library
Santa Maria Public Library

Adult
Family
Literacy Literacy
√

ELLI

28,328
55,761

√

84,132

√

23,528

√

97,762

√
√

√

√

107,682

√

61,901

√
√

√

√

√

89,702
39,678
60,523

√

50,696

√
√

36,555

√

44,929

√
√

√

√

√

√
√

58,181
49,745

√
√

Grant Total
26,010

√

√

√

MLLS

47,596
56,403
√

29,484
32,661

19

Library Literacy Program
Santa Paula (Blanchard) Community
Library
Shasta Public Libraries
Siskiyou County Library*
Solano County Library
Sonoma County Library
South San Francisco Library
Stanislaus County Library
Stockton/San Joaquin Co. Lib.
Sutter County Library
Tulare County Library
Tuolumne County Library
Upland Public Library
Ventura County Library
Watsonville Public Library
Willows Public Library1
Woodland Public Library
Yolo County Library

Continuing Grants Total

Adult
Family
Literacy Literacy
√

ELLI

MLLS

29,148

√

33,889

√

18,000

√
√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

64,016
235,126

√

33,462

60,271

27,068
49,279

√
√

√

√

√

38,883
34,984
57,677

√
√

44,876

25,092

√
√

69,944

34,482

√
√

Grant Total

√

24,847

4,507,600
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New Libraries – new libraries are given a ‘start-up’ amount for three years. In their

fourth year and subsequent years, libraries are funded using the California Library Literacy
Services funding formula (baseline amount + match based on local contribution + per capita
amount based on the number of adult learners served during the previous year).
Libraries in their second year (joined the
program in 2015)
A. K. Smiley Public Library (Redlands)

√

52,000

Camarillo Public Library

√

28,400

Glendale Public Library

√

57,000

Mariposa County Library

√

18,000

Placentia Library District

√

30,000

Libraries in their first year (joined the
program in 2016)
Lassen Library District

√

√

23,000

Lincoln Public Library

√

√

25,000

Orange Public Library

√

41,000

Santa Monica Public Library

√

38,000

New Libraries Total

GRAND TOTAL

312,400
4,820,000

* Libraries that raised less than $18,000 in local funds did not receive a dollar percentage for local funds raised in addition to the base.
** Anaheim contracts with Orange County; receives $18,000 base.
1
Willows Public Library cooperates with Orland Free Library which has an FFL program.
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