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Voting 
Participation

Overview



Thank you for your interest in helping more 
people get educated about voting. You can use 
this toolkit to help promote voting in any of your 
activities. Also provided is a complete outline 
for a 90-minute voting workshop that you can 
also break into two or three sessions 
to suit your needs and audience.

The mission of the Key to 
Community Project is to provide 
accessible and welcoming voter 
education and community 
engagement skills to help more 
people grow the good in their 
communities.

California Library Literacy Services (libraryliteracy.org) supports literacy programs in over 100 
library systems in California, including the library you are representing. These programs provide a 
range of literacy services to 16,000 adult learners each year.

This training is part of a 25th anniversary refresh of the Key to Community project begun in 1994 
with the Bay Area New Reader’s Council and Common Knowledge (ckgroup.org), a nonpartisan 
organization committed to accessible civic information and grassroots community leadership. The 
Key to Community project continues to be co-designed and delivered by California Library Literacy 
Services learner leaders who have a proven track record of increasing participation among people 
who are underrepresented in government decision-making. 

The Key to Community project is part of the Literacy Initiatives Program which is supported, in whole or in 
part, by the Institute of Museum and Library Services under the provisions of the Library Services and 
Technology Act, administered in California by the State Librarian. Additional support has been provided by 
Common Knowledge. We also thank the League of Women Voters of California Education Fund.

The Key to Community project team welcomes your questions and suggestions before and after 
you conduct your workshop. Please direct them to info@ckgroup.org or call 415-454-6500.

About Key to Community
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https://libraryliteracy.org/
http://www.ckgroup.org


Key 2020 Dates:  Voting and Census

In 2020, two big civic events are happening very close to each other:
● California’s March 3, 2020 Primary Election
● The national Census, conducted every 10 years

There are changes in how we vote and how people participate in the Census. New this year: 
● People who are eligible to vote (18 or older, U.S. citizen) can register to vote online at: 

registertovote.ca.gov.
● Everyone who lives in the United States (regardless of age or citizenship status) is expected 

to participate in the Census. 
○ New in 2020 is that people can take the Census online, on the phone or on paper
○ There are several partnerships to help ensure that there is a “complete count” of all 

residents. Libraries and literacy programs are key partners.
You can use interest in the Census as a teachable moment about elections and you can use the 
California’s March election as a teachable moment, for example, about how the Census affects 
how many representatives our state has in Congress.

March 3, 2020 
Primary Election in California 

National 2020 Census

End of December – Official list of candidates 
for President available

Late January –  Personalized “look up my 
ballot” feature ready at votersedge.org

Early February – Ballots begin to be mailed

February 18 – Deadline to register for March 3 
election (online or postmarked by this date) if 
want your vote counted on normal timing

February 25 – Last day to request a 
vote-by-mail ballot

March 3 – Election Day
(Note: new this year, you can register as late as 
Election Day and vote with a “provisional” ballot 
that will be counted after your registration is 
verified)

Fall/winter – Planning by local Complete 
Count committees

Mid-March – The online portal for the 2020 
Census is open. 

Mid-March – Households receive mail inviting 
them to take the 2020 Census

● Each invitation will have a special 
code for each household

● There will be a reminder mailing 

April 1 – Census Day 

Mid-April – A reminder letter and paper 
questionnaire will be mailed to households 
who have not responded yet

May – People who have not yet completed 
the Census will be visited by interviewers at 
their homes 

http://registertovote.ca.gov
https://votersedge.org/ca


There is a longstanding pattern that the people most 
likely to vote in elections have higher incomes and 
higher levels of educational attainment. This has led 
many people to assume that adults with lower literacy 
levels don’t vote because they don’t care as much 
about the issues beyond their daily lives. In our 
experience, that assumption is not true! Many library 
literacy program learners are already actively helping 
improve quality of life in their communities by 
supporting their children’s schools, working in their 
neighborhoods, volunteering in faith communities and 
more.  

The learner leaders who have co-developed the Key 
to Community project over the years have used this 
insight to start conversations around “What do you 
care about in your community?” They found this 
question to be an effective stepping off point for 
helping people learn more about elections. By making 
the process of voting more relevant, more accessible, 
and less political, they have “busted the apathy myth.”  

In fact, the Key to Community three-part voter 
engagement model designed and co-led by learners 
was shown to double the rate of voting among adult 
students. This toolkit aims to distill the essence of that 
work into the Why, How and What of voting. 

You and Your Audience

6

This voting information and workshop outline has been designed for a CLLS coordinator and 
learner leader(s) to co-present. You can choose which parts you each want to lead. The voting 
activities included here have been road tested with experienced voters, lapsed voters, new 
voters, new citizens and those who are not yet citizens. They each found something of value. 
You too may be connecting with people who are starting from different places. For example:

● Someone who has never voted might register to vote. 
● Someone who has voted based on what other people told them to do might commit to 

learn about the issues more deeply with information from the library. 
● Someone not eligible to vote could still encourage others to get informed and vote.

According to Peter Levine at Tufts University, the #1 predictor if someone votes is if they grew 
up in a family that voted. The learner leaders working on this project want to encourage you to 
incorporate family-oriented activities and encourage learners to talk about the election with 
the young people in their lives.  



Voting and Your Current Activities

● The upcoming election is a good topic to include in ongoing classes or sessions, such as 
family programming, parent support, conversation clubs and, of course, tutor training.

● Include information about Key Dates and What’s New this year for voting (and census) 
in your newsletter. Share links to the handouts in what you send out to your tutors.

● Set up a “Get Involved” corner that displays information about voting and the upcoming 
census and include a flyer for your workshop(s) and any other voting-related support.

● Have an activity encouraging people to sign up to vote (during one-on-one sessions, 
computer lab, at other CLLS classes or events); while you do that, you can engage 
people in thinking about their communities and introduce the idea of voting. Whether 
people can come to the workshop or not, you are helping to expose more tutors and 
learners to the information.

● Understand if you are in one of the counties changing due to the “Voters Choice Act:” 
(sos.ca.gov/elections/voters-choice-act); this affects whether voters in your county who 
want to vote in person will use traditional polling places or centralized vote centers.

Planning a Voting Workshop

● Choose if you want to do the workshop in one or two sessions.

● Decide if you want to provide information with the help of local partners, such as the 
League of Women Voters, and/or your county elections office.

● Choose your location and desired attendees:

○ You can hold the session in or near a computer lab to facilitate learners looking 
up and printing out what will be on their ballot (as well as signing up to vote if 
they haven’t already)

○ Or, you may choose a family-friendly location that allows for children’s activities 

○ Learner leaders suggested making the occasion a potluck to use food and 
breaking bread together to set a welcoming tone

○ You may choose to hold the workshop at a location in the community to reach 
prospective learners as well as those already in the program

○ You could also partner with your local adult school or other group to expand your 
audience

Creating Interest in Voting
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Learner Leader Insights
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The Key to Community Project wants to give people better information to make their own 
decisions about voting. Learners have shared how good it feels to participate and make choices 
for oneself, rather than having to rely on someone else. Over the years, learner leaders have 
developed insights around the WHY, HOW and WHAT of voting:

There are two elections in 2020: the March 3 Primary Election and November 3 General Election. 
In California, the Primary Election used to be in June. This year it is moved up to March.

What is new this election?
● Now you can choose to register (sign up) online if you prefer that to the paper form.
● While the deadline to register is still 15 days before the election, if you miss the deadline, 

you can still sign up after that up to election day.  
● Many counties have “vote centers” open up to 10 days before the election so you can 

choose the day you want to vote. Find out what county you are in and what system they 
are using.

WHY 
Vote

● Learners recommend starting by talking about what we care 
about in our communities. That opens the topic in a friendlier way 
than talking about “politics” or even about the “rights and 
responsibilities” of being a citizen.

● When people are asked about positive changes they want to see, 
it helps increase their interest in learning about “Who Represents 
You” in government and how our representatives get elected. 

HOW 
to Vote

● Assure people that voting is not like taking a test; you do NOT 
have to vote on everything on the ballot for your vote to count. 
Choose the things you care about and focus on those. 

● Let people know that they are in control of whether to vote by mail 
or in-person. We choose the where and when of how we vote. 

● Your vote is always private but that doesn’t mean you can’t get 
help figuring out how you want to vote. New voters who talk to 
others before making their voting choices are more likely to vote. 

WHAT 
is on the ballot

● Learners have helped develop handouts with simpler language and 
ways of explaining the main ideas in an election than official 
documents. These starting points provide “just enough” 
information for people to decide if they want to learn more.

● On the other hand, learner leaders have sidestepped the common 
pitfall of oversimplifying the issues into sound bites. They know 
that issues can be complex and that there are usually no easy 
answers. They want to help other learners be better equipped to 
develop their own understanding of the issues.



Key Concepts Outline

Your role as a workshop leader:
● Put people at ease; let everyone know that you value their participation
● You are informing people to help them make their own choices
● Let people know they do not have to vote on everything; a ballot is not a test
● Encourage people to make a commitment and follow through

You can choose to share this information  all at one time in a single workshop or in modules in 
different settings and sessions.

1 – Introductions – 10 minutes 
A. Sit in circle, welcome people and share names
B. Review the agenda; explain that this a “nonpartisan” discussion to learn more about voting

○ What is your experience with voting? What do you want to learn today?

2 – Why Vote – 20-25 minutes 
A. Why Vote/Why Not Vote – list the reasons people share
B. Connecting to community:  a) what do you value about your community and b) what changes 

would you like to see?
C. Who Represents You - handout

3 – How to vote – 15-20 minutes
A. Voting: Steps 1-2-3 - handout
B. Political parties - handout
C. Choosing When and Where to Vote:  by mail or in person

4 – What are we voting on? 15-20 minutes
A. About the March 3, 2020 Primary Election - handout
B. How to make choices about candidates 
C. What information you can use

5 – Connecting it all together and next steps - 15 minutes
A. Revisit list of what people want to learn; answer what’s left
B. Go back over the reasons “why not” to vote
C. Ask people to write down their commitments and get into circle to share

Fill out evaluation form and final thank you

Three Main Topics

● WHY Vote – Connect to what each person cares about

● HOW to Vote – Explain the process and choices voters have

● WHAT is on the ballot – Share how to get good information to make thoughtful decisions
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Voting 
Workshop 

Detailed Outline



Other Supplies You’ll Need

❏ Name tags
❏ Refreshments
❏ Easel paper/markers
❏ Stickies for posting on the wall and bold markers (like Sharpies)
❏ A pre-stamped blank postcard
❏ Workshop evaluation forms to hand out at the end
❏ Pipe cleaners or ball of string for closing circle

Handouts 

If you choose to do a workshop and do it all at one time,  every participant can get a folder 
with these handouts: 

❏ Workshop agenda (or post on easel)
❏ Who Represents You (template provided that you can fill in for your area)
❏ Voting:  Steps 1-2-3  
❏ A voter registration form from your county or from California
❏ Political Party statements 
❏ The March 3, 2020 Easy Voter Guide (a 2-sided PDF downloadable at easyvoter.org)
❏ Optional: About the March 3, 2020 Primary

Workshop Materials

11

http://www.easyvoterguide.org


Workshop Leader Detailed Outline
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These instructions and suggested “scripted” comments (shown in italics in each section) are based 
on past workshops.  Feel free to phrase things in a way that is comfortable for you. You will bring 
your own style and ideas for how to make the activities engaging.

Before the March 3 Primary Election, there will be campaign ads and activities trying to persuade 
you to a certain point of view. Some of them may be negative, trying to use fear-based messages 
or “wedge” issues to get your attention. By leading or participating in a Key to Community 
Workshop, you will help:

● Create a calm, welcoming place for people to learn
● Share non-partisan information and demonstrate how to talk about issues without being 

political
● Empower people to make their own choices about how to participate

The most important thing  during the discussion is to keep inviting participation from the 
attendees. You are a facilitator, not just a presenter. Your job is to help people feel comfortable, 
participating and learning what they want to know about voting.  

THANK YOU for doing this important work!



Introductions and Agenda
10 Min
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Welcome people.  Say your names.

Make sure everyone has a folder with the information you will be using. Walk people 
through the agenda so they know what will happen during the workshop and how long it 
will last.  Have them put their name and address on the stamped side of the blank 
postcard.

Let them know that if they still have questions after the workshop, they can get help with 
their tutor and/or visiting the many websites that want to help. Also post and have them 
write down the phone number or url for their county elections office at the bottom of their 
agenda. (You can explain that each county has an elections office that is responsible for 
running elections.)

Opening question:

● We expect that we have some people here who have voted a lot or a little and 
some who have not voted at all. How would you describe your experience with 
voting? 

● Thank you. Let’s go around the room. Please share something you’d like to learn 
about today.

Write a short phrase for what people want to learn on the easel sheet that you will come 
back to later. Thank them for their input.

● Our goal today is to help you get more information about the March 3, 2020 
Primary Election so you feel more prepared to vote. And if you are not going to be 
voting, you can still help everyone by passing this information along to others.  

● The California Library is supporting the Key to Community Project which is 
designed by learner leaders. We are all “nonpartisan.” At the library, we are here to 
educate people about how voting works. We are not here to have a political debate.  

Write the word nonpartisan on the easel or white board.  Here is a definition you can use:  
Non-partisan = neutral information; not having a point of view or trying to persuade 
one way or the other.

If you like, you can share a set of conversation guidelines for this workshop:

● Listen to learn from each other
● Support equal participation; no one dominates
● Treat everyone with respect
● Make room for different experiences
● Your questions are valuable



Why Vote
20-25 Min
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Why Vote/Why Not Vote Anyone who is 18 and who is a 
U.S. citizen is eligible to register and vote.  (Note:  A 
frequently asked question is can convicted felons vote? 
Answer – yes, in California, after they have finished 
serving time including parole; note that different states 
have different rules.)

But many people don’t choose to vote. I’d like to hear your 
thoughts about:

● Why do some people choose to vote? 
● And why do some people choose not to vote?

Write their answers on an easel sheet using a “T Chart” 
which you will come back to later.

Why Vote? Why Not Vote?

Have people count off in threes (1-2-3) or split the room into three sections. Explain that 
one-third of the room is making decisions for the other two thirds. 

● In California’s last Presidential Primary Election in June 2016, only about one out of 
three (35%) of the people who could have voted did. Two out of three people sat on 
the sidelines and let other people make decisions for them.  

Discuss issues we each care about

Bring the group back together to look again at what they said on the chart. On the “Why 
Vote” column, someone will probably say “to make a change.”

Get people into pairs. Have them take turns talking about two questions:

a) What do you value about your community?
b) What changes would you like to see?

Each person should have 5 or so yellow sticky notes and a Sharpie-type marker. Ask them: 

● What changes would you like to see in your community?
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Encourage each participant to write down one idea for a 
change per sticky note (if needed, you can help them write 
their phrase)

● Show them an example with one phrase written in 
big letters (i.e. MORE STUDENTS GRADUATE); one 
idea per sticky note

● Help people phrase their change as a positive 
change – e.g., instead “rent is too high”, “MORE 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING”

If the group is small, they can share 3-5 ideas each.  If 
larger, they can share 2-3.  They each walk up to the wall 
to post their ideas (it matters that they do the posting 
themselves).  The ideas get clustered with similar ideas 
near each other. 

Read the phrases and ask people:  

● What do you notice about what is on the wall? (They will probably answer that they 
see how many people have the same ideas.)

● You can be part of making these changes on the issues you care about – and many of 
you already are active in your communities.  The people elected to represent you in 
government can affect these issues and it helps to understand more about what is 
happening in government and how decisions get made.

Who Represents You?

There are many people that are elected to represent you and all of us. Explain the “Who 
Represents You” handout about the  levels of government and who represents them

● Walk through the three main levels of government:  national, state and local
● Within each level, help people see how the executive and the legislative branch need 

to work together to get things done (e.g., the Governor cannot do it alone, nor can the 
state lawmakers – and the mayor needs to work with the city council )

In California we vote on people and also on laws, called “propositions” (state) and ballot 
measures (local).  Discuss how voting could help make the kinds of changes the group said 
they care about:

● By choosing candidates who are committed to working on the issues you and your 
community care about

● By voting yes or no on ballot propositions that affect these issues and your 
community

Remind people that voting is ONE way to create change and there is no promise that 
elections will bring the results you want. However, it is always a valuable way to have your 
voice counted and let your elected officials (and the people who run campaigns) see that 
they need to pay attention to you and your interests. 



How to Vote
15-20 Min
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Voting: Steps 1-2-3 - handout

Refer people to the Voting: Steps 1-2-3 handout and ask them what the first step is.  
(Answer: Sign up to vote!).  

It is relatively new that people can choose if they want to sign up online or with a paper form. 
You can use your phone or computer to sign up at registertovote.ca.gov. You will need your 
Driver’s License or California ID. 

For the workshop, it’s easier to all look at the same paper form at the same time.  Ask people 
to pull out the voter registration form that is in their folders. Use the form to make these key 
points and answer any questions:

● If you have registered before, you only need to register again if you have moved or 
want to change your name or your political party.

● You can choose a party, or you can mark the box that says you do not want to register 
with a political party.

● You can decide that you want to vote by mail by marking the box about that on the 
form.

● You can also register to vote online or change your registration online. 

● Be sure to sign the form.  It will not count if you do not and you will not be put on the list 
of voters in your county.

● If someone doesn’t have a permanent mailing address, they can still register to vote. 
For their residence, describe the cross streets or location.  For where they want to get 
mail, see if they have a place or organization that will receive  mail for them. 

Political parties - handout

Lead a short exercise or discussion about the six political parties, using handout.  

● While we hear mostly about Democrats and Republicans, there are four other political 
parties in California. 

● Have people look at the size of each party’s membership and read what they stand for. 

Invite people to stay after the workshop if they would like any help filling out the voter 
registration form (or want to sign up online). Remind them that the form must be postmarked 
by Monday Feb 18 if they do not want to vote with a “provisional” ballot. 

https://registertovote.ca.gov/
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Choosing When and Where to Vote:  by mail or in person

● Let people know that they can choose where and when to vote (as outlined on the 
Steps 1-2-3 handout). 

● If you have it, show people a copy of the cover of your County Elections Information 
Guide (also known as the Sample Ballot) that shows the form they can use to apply 
to vote by mail.  The County elections booklet also shows people the address of 
their polling place if they want to vote in person and/or other voting locations 
offered by the County.  

● Have a brief discussion about why people might choose to vote by mail versus 
those who prefer to vote in person.  Include information about what options your 
County offers for voting before election day. 

● OPTIONAL: You can invite a representative from your county elections office to 
bring and demonstrate your county’s voting equipment – or you can show people a 
picture on the computer.



What are we voting on?
15-20 Min
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This section of the workshop can be expanded with a longer discussion or even a skit. It is 
up to you and your audience.

About the March 3, 2020 Primary Election - handout

● Explain about the Presidential Primary and how to get a ballot that lets you choose 
between the candidates in the party you care about.

● Help people understand the difference between the Presidential Primary and the 
(used to be called “Top Two”) system for candidates for Congress and state 
representatives. 

How to make choices about candidates

● When choosing a candidate, it important to start with YOUR issues and values, not 
what advertisements and campaigns tell you to think. 

● Invite people to think about when they have had to make a decision about choosing 
someone for a very important assignment – e.g., a doctor, a counselor, or a partner.  
What criteria did they use? How did they get information? 

● Optional: you can try a “Dating Game” exercise about choosing a candidate for 
President. You can have a skit with three people playing the candidates and one 
person can be the chooser. The chooser starts with a list of what he/she is looking 
for and the candidates try to sell themselves that they are the one that will answer 
all of the chooser’s needs. The skit ends with the chooser (and the whole group) 
seeing that there is no perfect fit  and trade-offs will need to be made. 

● You can have an easel sheet with these main points:
How to make a thoughtful decision about a candidate?  

o What do they say about themselves? About their priorities?
o Who recommends them?
o Who gives them money?
o What have they done in the past?

What information will you use?

● Where will you get your information about the candidates?
o Ask people what sources they use now 
o Revisit the definition of “nonpartisan”
o For Presidential candidates on the California ballot, see these links at 

Ballotpedia (ballotpedia.com) or by late January Voter’s Edge 
(votersedge.org). 

o For the one ballot measure, Prop 13, use page 2 of the Easy Voter Guide
o Share any other nonpartisan sources you feel comfortable recommending

https://ballotpedia.org/
https://votersedge.org/en/ca/elections/2020/03/03
http://www.easyvoterguide.org/


Connecting it all together
15 Min
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Revisit the list of what people want to learn; answer any remaining questions or offer to 
get back to people with the answers if you do not have them. 

Go back over the reasons “why not” to vote and make sure all of it was covered. Show that 
there are no longer any reasons left why not to vote.

● Revisit the issues of highest interest on the stickies and talk about other ways that 
people can work together for change 

o What are some things people are already doing in their communities?

● Highlight the ways people are already involved and can get more involved in their 
role as a Community Member, such as:

o Sharing information with others
o Volunteering, with a group or within their network of connections
o Participate and actively support projects they like 
o Be a part of PTA, their faith community, neighborhood groups
o Remind people that voting is one way to help our communities and we can be 

leaders in many ways 

● Ask people to think about a commitment they’d like to make based on what they 
have shared and learned. Have them write what they pledge to do on the blank side 
of their postcard.

● Invite people one at a time to come forward, state their commitment and start 
creating a circle by linking pipe cleaners or passing a ball of string.

● When the circle is complete, explain that by linking their commitments together, they 
really can grow the good in their communities and together we can make a 
difference!

● Hand out and have people fill out the workshop evaluation form. Thank everyone for 
coming and invite people to stay after if they want help with the registration form.

● Collect their post cards (and mail them back to them in about 1-2 weeks). 

For more information and nonpartisan voter education resources, visit:  
● cavotes.org
● vote411.org/california
● votersedge.org/ca
● easyvoterguide.org 
● howtovoteforpresident.sos.ca.gov 

We welcome your suggestions for sources and links you have found helpful. 

Thank you for educating people about voting and the March 3, 2020 Primary Election!  
We look forward to hearing how it went and what you learned. 

https://cavotes.org/
https://www.vote411.org/california
http://www.votersedge.org/ca
http://www.easyvoter.org
http://howtovoteforpresident.sos.ca.gov/
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Who Represents You

You have representatives that are elected to serve you in national, state 
and local government. It is your right to communicate with your 
representatives. You can call, write or email them with your thoughts and 
questions. 

Executive
• “Top boss” for government 
services
• Coordinates with lawmakers on 
policies

Legislative
• Propose laws and work with each 
other on priority projects
• Approve spending budget

National U.S. President
Donald Trump

Vice President
Mike Pence

U.S. Congress
(Works on U.S. laws and budget)

State California Governor
Gavin Newsom

California Legislature
(Works on state laws and 

budget)

County County Board of Supervisors

______________________

Your City Mayor

_______________

City Council

________________

U.S. Senate
Dianne Feinstein

Kamala Harris

U.S. House of 
Representatives

_____________

State Senate

____________

State Assembly

_______________

More Elected Officials: 
You also have elected representatives in your local school district and community college 
district. Other “special districts” may include park and hospital districts, transportation 
services and utilities. 
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Key to Community

Voting Steps: 1-2-3
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1. Sign up to vote

You can sign up (register) to vote if you are:

● 18 years or older by Election Day
● a U.S. citizen
● not in prison or on parole for a felony

To sign up to vote, get a registration form:

● Fill out the form online at registertovote.ca.gov.
● Call 1-800-345-8683 to have the form sent to you.
● Or pick one up at the library, post office, or DMV.

There is no cost to register to vote. Fill out the form completely and mail it in. If it is your first time 
registering, you will be asked to include your driver’s license number or other identification. If you 
are already registered to vote, you only need to fill out a new form if you move, change your name, 
or want to change your choice of political party.

2. Get ready to vote
Before you vote, get to know the types of candidates and issues in this election. You do not have to 
vote on everything. You can just vote on the things you most care about. To help you prepare, all 
registered voters get two booklets in the mail:

● A County Voter Information Guide that lists all of the candidates and measures that will 
be on your ballot. It also shows where and when you can vote. This booklet is sent by your 
county elections office.

● A State Voter Information Guide with information about statewide candidates, ballot 
measures and voter’s rights. This booklet is from the California Secretary of State’s Office. It 
is available in audio, large print and in 10 languages.

You can also visit votersedge.org/ca to learn more about the candidates and measures that will 
be on your ballot. These resources have “nonpartisan” information, which means they just give 
facts and do not take sides about how you should vote. You may also get mail from campaigns or 
hear advertisements trying to tell you who or what to vote for; these are “partisan” messages.

When should I 
sign up?
Register by February 18, 2020,
to vote in the March 3, 2020, 
election. After that deadline, you can 
still register until election day and 
vote "provisionally" (your vote is 
counted after your registration goes 
through).

http://registertovote.ca.gov
http://votersedge.org/ca
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3. Vote!

What happens if I vote in person at a polling place or a county Vote 
Center?

● You will be asked your name and for your signature to be able to vote.
● If you are a first-time voter, you may be asked to show identification.
● You will be given a ballot to mark in a private booth or a card to put 

into a voting machine.
● If your name is not on the list of voters, you can still vote with a 

“provisional” ballot. You can ask for the number to call to find out if 
your vote was counted.

● Do not feel rushed, and ask for help if you need it. Ask for another 
ballot if you need to start over.

What if I vote by mail?

● You must apply for a vote-by-mail ballot in writing.
● You can sign up when you register to vote or use the application that 

comes with your Sample Ballot.
● Your request to vote by mail must be received by your county 

elections office by February 25, 2020, to vote in the March 3 election.
● After you fill out the ballot be sure to sign it and mail in the completed 

ballot postmarked on or before election day. Or, you can drop it off at 
any voting location in your county on election day. Your vote will only 
be counted if you have signed your ballot.

● If you change your mind and want to vote in person, you can do that. 
Just bring your mail-in ballot and envelope to trade it in for an 
in-person ballot.

You have many choices about when and how you want to vote. You do not 
have to vote on everything on your ballot. You decide what matters to you 
and what you want to get more informed about.

Decide when and where you will vote

You can choose if you want to vote: 

● By mail
● In person

Find your voting location by looking at your address label or the back cover of the Sample Ballot 
from your county elections office. Or, you can look it up at votersedge.org/ca. In many counties, you 
are able to vote up to 10 days before election day. Check with your county elections office for 
voting locations.

Signing in at the 
polling place

Getting your ballot
or computer card

Voting with a
paper ballot

Voting with a
voting machine

http://votersedge.org/ca


Choosing a Political Party

American Independent

We believe in liberty and justice for all under God. We want to 
keep America independent and safe. We’ll protect the family, 
marriage and work. We believe in individual responsibility and 
free enterprise. We must obey our Constitution and promote 
Declaration of Independence principles.

Top Priorities:
- Protect the right to life and strengthen families 
- Secure the border and enforce immigration laws 
- Balance the state budget
581,060 members / 707-359-4884 / aipca.org

Democratic

The California Democratic Party believes the role of 
government is to ensure quality education, housing and 
healthcare for all; ensure justice for every person; protect the 
rights of immigrants, women, workers, People of Color and 
the LGBT community; and create an economy that works for 
everyone.

Top Priorities:
- Reduce income inequality 
- Address the climate crisis
- Protect and expand access to healthcare 
8,956,480 members / 916-442-5707 / cadem.org

Green Party

Greens believe that a better world is possible. We can live 
sustainable, healthier, safer and happier lives, if our 
government is part of the solution. The Green Party and our 
candidates take no corporate money, so we work for People, 
Planet, and Peace over Profits.

Top Priorities:
- Combat climate change and end wars for oil and 
profit
- Living wages, Medicare for all, free higher 
education, end student debt 
- Strengthen democracy through electoral reforms
90,762 members / 916-549-6788 / cagreens.org

The Libertarian Party

The Libertarian Party stands for personal freedom, economic 
freedom, and a non-interventionist foreign policy. If you’re 
socially tolerant and fiscally responsible, you’re a libertarian. 
You, not the government, should decide how to run your life,
finances, education, and family.

Top Priorities:
- Increase individual liberty and responsibility 
- Shrink government: reduce taxes and regulation 
- Liberate education, commerce and personal 
choice
171,579 members / 916-446-1776 / ca.lp.org

Peace & Freedom Party

As Socialists, we can use our country’s wealth for the good of 
all, not profit for the few.  We want to protect our earth and 
halt climate change. Make peace instead of war. Ensure and 
expand the right to vote.

Top Priorities:
- Tax the rich and corporations to give health care, 
housing, and education to all
- Provide good jobs at union wages, and support 
unions for all workers
- Bring the troops home, and end occupation of 
other countries 
90,121 members / 951-456-4595/ 
peaceandfreedom.org

Republican Party

The California Republican Party is committed to making 
California affordable for everyone. We want to make 
California the land of opportunity again, with good-paying 
jobs, a high quality education education system, affordable 
home ownership and safe communities. 

Top Priorities:
- Solve California’s homelessness crisis
- Address California’s high cost of living & 
availability of high quality jobs
- Put students and teachers first to improve our 
education system
5,435,431 members / 916-448-9496 / cagop.org
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When you sign up to vote, you can join a political party. A political party is a group of people who 
share the same ideas about how the government should be run and what it should do. They 
work together to win elections. You can also choose not to join any of the political parties and 
still be a voter. There is no cost to join a party.

The statements and priorities were written by the political parties for the  March 2020 issue of the Easy Voter Guide. The number of 
party members listed for each political party is from the Secretary of State’s October 9, 2019 Report of Registration.



About the March 3, 2020 Primary

There are two elections in 2020: the California March 3 Primary Election and November 3 General 
Election. In California, the Primary Election used to be in June. This year it is moved up to March.

What is new this election:
● Now you can choose to register (sign up) online if you prefer that to the paper form. Visit 

sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/.
● If you miss the February 18 deadline, you can still register up through election day and 

vote "provisionally.” Your vote will be counted after your registration goes through. 
● Many counties have “vote centers” open up to 10 days before the election so you can 

choose the day you want to vote. 

How the Primary Election works:
The Presidential Primary is how each political party chooses who will run in the November 
election. The California primary for other offices uses a different system, an “open” primary.

● For President: Voters from each political party choose who will be their nominee. The 
candidates with the most votes from each party run against each other in the November 
election.

● For other elected offices: All voters will choose from the same list of candidates. The two 
candidates with the most votes will advance to the November election, even if they are 
from the same political party. 

Major offices
in this election year

Term On your March ballot On your November ballot

President 4 years Only candidates from 
your party*

The winning candidate from 
each party

U.S. House of 
Representatives
State Senate
State Assembly

2 years
4 years
2 years

All candidates from all 
parties

The two candidates with the 
most votes from the March 

election

*If you are not registered with a political party, your ballot will not have any candidates for 
President. Three of the political parties, Democratic, Libertarian, and American Independent, will 
allow “no party preference” voters to ask for their ballots in the March 3 election. If you want to vote 
on presidential candidates for another party, you need to re-register by February 17 and select that 
party. See howtovoteforpresident.sos.ca.gov for more information.

Your ballot for the March 3 election will have one statewide proposition, a bond measure for school 
buildings (see summary on page 2 of this election’s Easy Voter Guide).  It will also have candidates 
for local government. Your county elections office will mail a Sample Ballot to all registered voters in 
your county before the election. By late January, you can go online to votersedge.org/ca and enter 
your address to see everything that will be on your ballot.  
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http://howtovoteforpresident.sos.ca.gov/
http://www.easyvoterguide.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/EVG-march2020-Eng.pdf
https://votersedge.org/ca

